W arm-season grasses are characterized by the C 4 photosynthetic pathway. This pathway occurs in 18 families of fl owering plants, and 61% of the species belong to the grass family. C 4 plants are usually found between 30° N and 30° S latitudes; however, some species extend beyond this range (Moser et al., 2004). The C 4 pathway gives the warm-season grasses an advantage for performing in hot and dry climates and is one reason why these groups of grasses are found mainly in the tropics and subtropics (Clayton and Renvoize, 1986).
